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ñA TRUEò reflection OF THE ISLESò 

Welcome to the Round Britain Experience 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read our brochure.  

Since setting up the Round Britain Experience I have 

learned that people show interest in this unique venture 

for a whole range of reasons, some seek adventure, for 

others itôs an extended or part of a change in lifestyle.  

Maybe they are looking for prestigious RYA 

qualifications, to work in the marine industry or 

perhaps they just want the unique sailing experience 

that one of the worldôs great sailing areas can offer 

 

I have heard some people say, ñI wish I could do that, 

but...ò and I have heard others say, ñIt was amazing... 

....one of the highlights of my lifeò. 

 

Undertaking the Round Britain Experience is no easy 

task, it requires rearranging your life for 3 months, 

tolerating all types of weather and sea states and living 

and working effectively with your fellow crew for the 

duration, but it is worth it. 

 

Over 60 destinations, from one of the worldôs busiest 

shipping ports to isolated Hebridean anchorages to be 

visited, 2500 miles or more to be covered and countless 

stories to be told. 

 

Many adventures are billed as the experience of a 

lifetime, we at the Round Britain Experience 

believe that whatever other challenges you choose 

to take, and circumnavigating the British Isles under 

sail is genuinely an experience that will live in the 

memory forever.  

 

 

 

  

ñTruly an experience that 

    will live in the memory foreverò 



Introduction  
 

Circumnavigating the British Isles on board a luxury 

yacht is the experience of a lifetime.  Whether it be for 

an escape, an adventure, a holiday, retraining or a 

career break the objective is a 12 week trip round the 

British Isles, seeing some of the most beautiful and 

dramatic scenery the world has to offer, whilst learning 

the complicities of yachting and navigation in the 

process.  
 

The experience commences in St. Katherineôs Dock, 

Tower Bridge, London and the navigational challenges 

of the Thames estuary and the infamous Goodwin 

Sands are encountered within the first few days of the 

trip.  The route continues along the South Coast and 

includes the bustling Solent waters and the busy naval 

bases of Portsmouth and Plymouth.  This coastline 

gives the opportunity to develop the pilotage  skills 

needed to explore and experience the beauty of the 

rivers and estuaries, such as the Exe, Dart, Yealm and 

Fal. 

 

The sub-tropical isles of Scilly followed by the North 

Cornish coast provided some very exhilarating sailing, 

before encountering the start of the longer passages to 

Wales and Southern Ireland.  A day in Dublin is a must 

before heading back across the Irish Sea to North 

Wales and the Isle of Man, via the rock strewn Swellies 

and the Menai Straits. 

 

The picture postcard harbour of Portpatrick on 

mainland Scotland is a perfect base before heading 

back across the sea to Northern Ireland, and then on to 

the stunning, beautiful and remote Western Isles of 

Scotland.  Here dolphin, whale, seals, porpoise and 

puffin are constant companions whilst hoping and 

exploring the secluded locks and anchorages of Islay, 

Jura, Colonsay, Mull and Skye. 

 

Weather permitting the trips to the outlying islands of 

the Outer Hebrides, Shetland and Orkney provide some 

of the most exciting and challenging sailing of the 

Experience, before heading south along the East Coast 

of Scotland and England.  The Firth of Forth, 

Edinburgh, the Tyne, Newcastle and the Humber are 

some of the delights to be enjoyed on this coastline 

before exploring the backwaters and swatchways of 

East Anglia. 

 

St Katherineôs Dock on the river Thames is the final 

destination of the 12 week trip, and Tower Bridge 

provides the perfect backdrop to celebrate being one of 

only a few who have circumnavigated the British Isles 

 

By Mike and Jan Davis 

  



The Round Britain Experience 
 

The Round Britain Experience departs from St 

Katherineôs Dock in London in April and July and the 

12 week programme has been designed to provide the 

best sailing and learning experience of its kind.  Whilst 

very little can be cast in stone, details of the trip are 

outlined below. 

 

Each of the legs on the Round Britain Experience has 

fixed stopover points and excepting weather conditions 

and the need to provision or fuel the boat, where the 

yacht sails in between is entirely up to the crew.  For 

each of the legs at sea a new (fresh) skipper steps on 

board and fixed stopovers enable us to manage this 

efficiently.  It also ensures that the vessel continues to 

make steady progress towards her final destination and 

that clients have the opportunity to make arrangements 

to meet friends or family and to have post or kit 

delivered to the boat, for example. 

 

Because we offer the opportunity to earn up to 10 RYA 

qualifications during the passage round the British 

Isles, each of the skippers who join the yacht is an 

RYA recognised instructor chosen by us for their 

experience and their ability to communicate and pass 

on their knowledge.  By providing a new instructor on 

each leg, clients will benefit from the range 

 of experiences and techniques that this diversity offers.  

There is a no obligation for clients of the Experience to 

earn any of  

the qualifications on offer but we firmly believe that 

the additional achievements add to the overall 

experience. 

 

The shore-based week in Brixham is designed to take 

advantage of our training centre.  The courses on offer 

during this week are Radar, Short Range Certificate 

(VHF), Sea Survival, First Aid and Diesel Engine 

Maintenance.  Where there is no desire to participate, 

Brixham is ideally situated for exploring the South 

West of England.  There are additional events that may 

be organised during the time, for example sailing on a 

traditional Brixham Trawler, an evening of racing or a 

visit to the coastguard and lifeboat stations. 

 

The other qualifications are all undertaken at sea.  

During the first two weeks of the trip boat 

familiarisation is at the top of the agenda, 

understanding the victual ling of the boat, settling in to 

the team and the routines that will underpin the next 

three months and how to crew her effectively.  

Competent Crew certificates are normally awarded 

during this leg. 

 

Upon leaving Brixham the order on board changes and 

clients now skipper the boat under the watchful eye of 

the instructor.  By the time Padstow is reached Day 

Skipper certificates have normally been awarded.  With 

this qualification the International Certificate of 

Competence (ICC) can be obtained which enables the 

holder to charter yachts overseas. 

 

Leg 4 and 5 feature some of the most exhilarating 

sailing whilst honing and improving skills that have 

already been learned.  New, more advanced techniques 

will also be taught and clients should arrive in 

Edinburgh as Coastal Skippers.  The Final leg is used 

to bring everybody up to Yachtmaster standard. 

 

It is the aim of the Round Britain Experience, aside 

from providing the experience of a lifetime, that all of 

our clients should be up to Yachtmaster standard by the 

time the yacht returns to St Katherineôs Dock.  Those 

interesting in crowning their achievement and attaining 

their Yachtmaster qualification have the option of 

undertaking an additional 2 week preparation and 

assessment programme. 

 

  

Leg 1 London ï Brixham 2 weeks 

Leg 2 Shorebased in 

Brixham 

1 week 

Leg 3 Brixham ï Padstow 1 week 

Leg 4 Padstow ï Oban 2 weeks 

Leg 5 Oban ï Edinburgh 4 weeks 

Leg 6 Edinburgh ï London 2 weeks 

òContinual improvements is 
driven by client feedbackó 



 

 

 

 

 

Tel:  01803 853843 

Email:  enquiries@roundbritainexperience.com 

www.roundbritainexperience.com 

Preparation 
 

Health 
There is no doubt that sailing of this nature can be 

arduous and clients will need to assure themselves that 

they are physically and mentally capable.  We require 

all clients to undergo the Department of Transport 

(Boatmansôs) medical with their GP prior to setting off.  

The medical report form is provided on booking.  Do 

not be off, previous clients have had issues such as 

severely mobility problems or diabetes and have 

managed the trip with little inconvenience. 

 

Previous Experience 
There is no requirement for any previous experience 

but we do believe that clients would be unwise to 

undertake the Round Britain Experience without first 

being sure of their ability to live comfortably on board 

a yacht for 12 weeks.  We recommend the equivalent 

of two weeks sailing and are happy to organise any 

introductory sailing for clients wishing to assure 

themselves that the Experience is for them.  Previous 

clientsô experience ranges from zero to Atlantic 

crossings and has included dinghy sailors and 

windsurfers. 

 

Kit and Clothing  
Sailing around Britain requires being prepared for 

anything!  Bring a range of clothing including 

thermals, hats, gloves and shorts.  Multiple layers are 

the most efficient and give flexibility.  Good deck 

shoes, sea boots and weatherproofs (the best you can 

afford) will be needed.  Clients supply their own 

sleeping bag but we provide all the safety equipment 

including lifejackets ï ours are approved for 

commercial use and are likely to be of a higher grade 

than privately owned ones.  Kit should be stowed in 

soft bags; there is nowhere to store a suitcase on board.  

Most people take more than they need.  We are more 

than happy to advise on kit and comfort issues and pass 

on the experience of previous clients. 

 

Documents and Money 
The Round Britain Experience occasionally visits 

foreign shores therefore an up to date passport should 

be brought.  Three passport-sized photographs are 

needed for MCA and ICC certification.  All meals 

taken on board the yacht are included in the cost of the 

trip but money will be required for food and drink 

taken away from the boat and any visits to hostelries, 

yacht clubs or restaurants at the discretion of the crew. 

 

Accommodation 
Throughout the trip accommodation is provided on 

board the yacht, including the shore-based week in 

Brixham.  Where convenient, however, clients are free 

to arrange their own alternative accommodation at their 

own cost. 

 

 

 

Is there an age limit? 
The minimum age limit for the Experience is 16 years, 

however clients under 18 years must be accompanied 

by a responsible adult.  There is also a minimum age 

limit of 18 years to be eligible for some of the 

certificates available.  There is no upper limit, this 

depends entirely on your own fitness and your doctor 

will be able advise you when you take the Boatmanôs 

medical. 

 

  

òSailing round 
Britain requires being 
prepared for anythingó 


